Monday, November 16, 2009

The regular meeting of the Humboldt County Board of Commissioners was called to order on

Monday, November 16, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. in the regular place of meeting at the Courthouse, Winnemucca,
Nevada. Those present were Chairman Tom Fransway, Commissioners Chuck Giordano, Dan Cassinelli,
Garley Amos Jr. and Mike Bell, District Attorney Russell Smith, Deputy District Attorney Angie Elquist,
Administrator Bill Deist and Clerk of the Board Tami Rae Spero.

DISCUSSION & ACTION ON CORRECTION/APPROVAL OF MINUTES - NOVEMBER 2. 2009:

Chairman Frarytév\g ted that notice had been received from the Clerk that the minutes from November 2,

2009, were got yet avallabLeQnd would be presented at the December 14, 2009 meeting for discussion and
possible Iﬁv,al S
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Cha‘u}nan F‘ransway asked for public comments. None were offered.
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CONSENT AGENDA: \Tlre f Ong 1t,e'ms ,;Wet;é présented under the consent agenda by Administrator

Deist for the Board’s rev1ew/actf‘0n~w, > n w

i

1. Approval and authorized s1énarﬁre on/ contract W1th Commmet  Wireless, LLC for
s

TV/Communication Department: A copy g)’f the rev1sed contracf Wthh had been reviewed by legal
counsel was provided to the Board for rev1ew Recpfnn;endmzon’ thatthe Gammzsszon approve the

contract and authorize the Chairman to sign it. -/ {f # / ,z

2. Request for adjustments to the Humboldt County Real Probsrw/{“ ax“{{#&_ Requests @9 10 26 and
09-10-27 were provided for the Board’s review. Recommendattonéxﬂh/(zqu{é C“s%nrrﬁsszo}f aﬂrove
the requests per the recommendation of the Assessor and Treasurer. /

3. Resolution directing the County Assessor to take certain actions regarding the se red/;x roll: A

copy of the proposed resolution required by NRS 361.300(1) for annual adoption was ﬁrowded to

the Board for review. Recommendation: That the Commission adopt the resolution.

The following motion was made by Commissioner Bell and passed unanimously:

To approve the Consent Agenda as presented. _

(Resolution No. 11-16-09)

SOLID WASTE MATTERS: Administrator Deist stated that he had nothing on this item.
PUBLIC LANDS PLANNING MATTERS & FORMULATION OF COUNTY POSITION ON BLM.
FOREST SERVICE AND THE FEDERAL FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE PROPOSED
ACTIONS: Administrator Deist stated that he had nothing on this item.
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MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:
OTHER INFORMATION AND UPCOMING MEETINGS: Administrator Deist informed the Board that

per their request proponents of the nomination of land for Round XI of the Southern Nevada Public Land
Management Act of 1998 would be in attendance at the December 14, 2009 Commissioners’ meeting.
Upcoming meetings and date of importance were reviewed.

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS REGARDING OTHER BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
THEY SERVE ON: Chairman Fransway reported on a Nevada Association of Counties Board meeting
which he had attended. Commissioner Amos reported on a tour he had taken of the area damaged in the 2007
Thomas fire and the rehabilitation which had occurred. Chairman Fransway commented on a memo and
packet provided to the Commissioners relative to a meeting that Recology had with the Humboldt
Development Authority and reference to a statement by Recology addressing a community host agreement
whiclfis x}tﬁ)dlscusswn between Recology and Humboldt County. Chairman Fransway asked what that
dlsci{ssybn is, "whé h\ﬁiem discussing it and under what authority. Chairman Fransway continued stating
that tpeSe are extremely dehc,af“'dlspussmns which need to be authorized by the Commission and the
Comrmss{on needs to,be mvolved ,he r.equt'é"f'ed.that at the next meeting the answers to his questions and the
status of the d1chss;\Qns be;agcndlzeﬂ G‘lomnusswner\B“ell stated that he had been at the HDA meeting and
that question had been bro‘ﬁgk‘it‘suplandrlt was c“lar)ﬁed that ng dmcusswns towards the host agreement had
happened. Chairman Fransway noté‘d éontra&cﬁy statemeﬁts bemg Jm\;ie d stated the need for the
answer. Administrator Deist stated that the on ISCU.SS)én fhat,ﬂas;occuﬂed is a,'reweyvkhy legal counsel,
as stated by the District Attorney at the last meeting, as to 1 ali isuc’sﬁwlt}hn}he G’ontract as aIi confragts are,
there has been no negotiation on host fees, there is no contract and That 1ias ar ?{ it ‘ﬁés gonej Z;ﬁrman
Fransway stated that as far as he is concerned the District Attorney has not had M ofizalongto look at
any legal thing without the Commission authorizing him to do so. Administrator Deist stated \ rOCess
which has been in place, which can be changed, regarding contracts is that they first go to éﬂéJDistrict
Attorney for review as to the legal aspects before they go anywhere else and that is the process which has
been in place for three or four years. Chairman Fransway stated he would like to see the process as he thinks
it needs to be changed and asked that the discussion occur on the next agenda relative to the host agreement
to determine where we are and how we got there. Commissioner Cassinelli asked if the contract process
would be looked at and a decision made to change it or leave it alone. Chairman Fransway stated that was
fine, the Commission can go through the options they have, where we are today and how we got there.

CLAIMS FOR EXPENDITURES OF COUNTY FUNDS: The following motion was made by
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Commissioner Giordano and passed unanimously:
To approve the claims for expenditures of County funds as presented.

APPOINTMENT TO THE HUMBOLDT DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD: A copy of a letter

from Scott Carriere requesting reappointment to the Humboldt Development Authority Board was provided
to the Board forreview. Administrator Deist reviewed the request for the Board and recommended approval.
The following motion was made by Chairman Fransway and passed unanimously:

To reappoint Scott Carriere to the Humboldt Development Authority.
SENATE BILL 6 OF THE 2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION RELATED TO VOLUNTEER FIRE
FIGHTERS. OTHER PHYSICAL, REQUIREMENTS, IMPACT ON SMALL VOLUNTEER

DEPA%@%ENTS AND MATTERS RELATED THERETO: Wayne Carlson, Executive Director of

Pubhc;Agbncy Compensatlon Trust, who provides the worker’s compensation coverage for Humboldt

Couryty a;hd the volunteer ﬁre depa;:tments appeared before the Board. Mr. Carlson addressed the Board
rega(@ég/ S]§6 dlscussmg what al:eas \X}ere/add.(essed by the bill including requirements for heart/lung

coverage, the Ieg}ilrements f@r physmals éxaénnanoil\gpeqﬁc to age, cost for examinations including
additional testing, the fe\s}ult &f{ﬁf}l to fak¢ physm,al eXamlnaﬁor} an,d.what the reasons for the bill were.

Mr. Carlson commented on issues wit \sgfne of the /ocaI V@lugx‘tee;z‘ ﬁl;e ﬂe

previously required physical examinations. To heen st@ﬁief\xf
. .

s on conducting the

m‘c\c'a\}{ural Fire,

Oﬁ/.@f O ovada Fire

¥

Dennis Deputy, trustee for Paradise Valley Fire District Blacky F

Department appeared before the Board. Mr. Sheen commented on Winn

the issues with obtaining volunteers and issues with the fiscal impact of this requirement on the fire dstefct’s
budget, noting the need to possibly raise taxes to obtain the necessary funds. Based on a question by
Chairman Fransway, Mr. Carlson discussed what had occurred previously with coverage for other injuries
and lack of cdverage for heart disease for firefighters over the age of 55. Chairman Fransway commented
on the issue with the cost of the physical examinations. Mr. Black discussed his research into the cost.
Discussion occurred regarding the previous requirement for physicals for all firefighters and the need for the
fire department to cover the costs for follow up testing, Chairman Fransway commented on the passage and
intent of SB6 and noted that what was not considered adequately was the fiscal impact; he suggested that the
issue needs to be re-looked at during the Legislative Session of 2011 with NACO’s involvement in some

form. Mr. Black commented on his discussion with John Moddrell of the McDermitt Fire District and the

effect on that budget. Commissioner Cassinelli commented that what has already occurred is that the fire
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fighters at Paradise Hill have all quit which requires the fire fighters in Paradise Valley to cover the area for
fire calls and asked who is responsible if a house burns down Mr. Deputy commented on the situation.
Commissioner Cassinelli commented on opposition in his community to raising taxes to fund a volunteer fire
department. Discussion occurred regarding the district’s responsibility if medical problems are discovered
during examination and the duty of the district to schedule the exam even if the volunteer refuses to take the
exam. Chairman Fransway commented on the possibility of a special session of the State Legislature and
perhaps addressing SB6 at the special session; he suggested that Humboldt County could draft and send a
letter to Humboldt County’s State Representatives detailing the negative impact of this bill on local volunteer
fire depargtn”’ms and asking the legislators for their help. Commissioner Bell stated that a letter was good
but quesﬁonéd if t.here"“ Was 2 tlme line by which the fire departments must quit operating if the physicals are
not doﬁe Mr Black respondmg staimg that what wouldn’t be covered would be the heart/lung issue on a
fire and notmg again the i 1ssues With ﬁséal)m;;pc{and volunteers quitting. Commissioner Cassinelli stated
the question he is bemg asked is 1f the Cquntj wéﬁT&Xme]&rp@Lfor this stuff. Chairman Fransway stated the
first thing that must be detemlmed wou,Id be the e ﬁSca} 1mpactff;);scussmn occurred regarding the costs
presented by Mr. Black and the costs for W;innechoafRutal Fire/ Chalr,mamf ransway asked that other
Counties be contacted to determine if the same 1sslles ex1st Comnus'slorfer/ G;érd;ino aid ;endmg a letter
could be done but questioned how that will solve the problmtbday 1n?arad1se as they a,re bem'g recygged
to follow through with the requirement but they do not have the funds*t@-ce'&/er fhefbost M‘r‘ Deput)/ stgfed
that they could cover the first round but there would be no funds for anythmg »else" he chscuss?ﬂ the
departments reliance on grants for funding to cover other requirements. Mr. Carlson stateé thht t{{e HK was
effective as of July 1, 2009; he discussed the difference between active and non active status on the fbster
and the effect of those designations on the requirements. (Deputy District Attorney Elquist exited the meeting
at 10:55 a.m. and District Attorney Smith took her place) Discussion occurred regarding active versus
inactive, the difficulty obtaining younger volunteers in the rural areas, the use of auxiliary fire fighters and
what is occurring in other departments. The following motion was made by Chairman Fransway and passed
unanimously:

To ask staff to work with the local volunteer fire departments in Humboldt County and come

up with a letter to Humboldt County’s legislative representatives, with courtesy copies

going to Senator Lee, the sponsor of SB6 and anyone else that is necessary and see what

they can suggest.

Commissioner Giordano stated he agreed with the motion but requested that the matter be placed on
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the next agenda for discussion regarding what the County can do or not fiscally to get the departments
through the up front part until a change is made. The Board concurred.

REQUEST FROM RESPECT FOR A GRANT TQ PAY ONE-HALF OF THE LANDFILL FEES
FROM THE RESPECT DAY COMMUNITY CLEAN UP: A copy of a request from Tami Vetter of
RESPECT requesting that Humboldt County pay for one-half of the landfill fees from the RESPECT DAY

community clean up was provided to the Board for review. Lianne Iroz and Tami Vetter appeared before
the Board on behalf of RESPECT. Ms. Iroz offered a report to the Board on the first annual RESPECT day
and provided photos to the Commission for review; she further stated that the group had decided to pay the
landfill costs and were withdrawing their request for the grant. Chairman Fransway commented that the
request woy‘ld ha\ze BEen granted and suggested that the Landfill Committee work on a method for dealing
with 1ssufes }ﬂ(@f th1s in tile future Administrator Deist stated that the Committee had discussed the issue
prev1ou€1}[ afid felt that grants needed to be brought before the Boards; he stated that as the request was
withdrawn no actlon ‘was requlre'd on {hgs &tem District Attorney Smith concurred.

REQUEST FROM ROD’NELMS TO ﬁISétTSS PROPOSED RE-ROUTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC:
'~ Provided to the Board for revrew;wés aﬁ e—rﬁaﬂ f'romWesiey J. Lujan, Director, Public Affairs Union Pacific

Railroad, requesting time on the ager}da tg d1sc’usstmo’h~PacLﬁc Railroad’s plans for the future of the
Nevada Subdivision (the tracks located between Bﬁéno’and Wlnnemucqa) thelr changed operations over the
Donner Summit and to discuss any other questlcéx&the Com:rmsmor;ers meyy Have and a copy of a letter from
Rod Nelms, State Legislative Director - NV United Transpgﬁat;én U’dmn‘ vequ;st1 time on the agenda to
discuss the planned re-route of all or most train traffic over Do‘nner:Pa/ss by Un;,on Paelﬁ Mr Lujan and
Mr. Nelms appeared before the Board. Mr. Nelms addressed the Comm1ss{on rega;dmgthe;plan tO‘run most
of the rail traffic over Donner Pass rather through the Feather River Route thJa.()ugh Portola Gﬁhﬁorma and

businesses along the Feather River Route; he stated for the record that any work that

the effect on railroad employees, the Bridge Street crossing in Winnemucca andwj fu,t'ur ’gnd current
&}on Pacific

provides for its employees he is for regardless, as a private citizen is opposed to the proposed landfill site
at Jungo. Mr. Lujan addressed the Board regarding the changes to rail traffic, the reasons and benefits for
the changes; he commented on the proposed Jungo Landfill stating that the issue is a local one that under
federal law that defines a common carrier, Union Pacific is obligated to serve a customer under a contract
and stated that if there is a commitment to the facility the railroad will be sensitive to how the material is
routed through and around Winnemucca and will be aware of it in preparing the transportation plans for the

facility and would be happy to come back before the Board with that information at a later date if the plan
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proceeds. Mr. Lujan continued and discussed the derailment which had occurred on October 26™ near
Valmy, the effect that the changes in the route will have on the Bridge Street crossing, the fencing project
along the railroad at the Bridge Street crossing and local charity support. In response to a question from
Chairman Fransway, Mr. Lujan stated for the record that Union Pacific was not closing the Feather River
Canyon and discussed what was occurring. Responding to a question from Chairman Fransway about which
route a train carrying the solid waste would travel, Mr. Lujan stated that things have been scoped out but not
in that much detail yet but he assured the Board that they would factor community concerns into the planned
movement of the materials through urban areas. Discussion occurred regarding the potential route, the
increase in train traffic through Winnemucca and the possible impact. Mayor DiAn Willis-Putnam

commgnt?d ﬁrom the audience on the City’s positive experience with the railroad.
L Vi (’

APPROVAL OF CLERICAL
\ ‘ VULT OF THE VACANCY IN THE CIVIL CLERK POSITION: Sheriff Ed
Kﬂgore appe;fre/zf befori the Board and spoke in support of approval of clerical overtime as the civil clerk
position haé\n,ét ﬁ'et bezn ﬁ.lled amd dlie tgi"the amount of extra work being handled by the current staff. The
following motion wé's d?by Conmﬂssmnei’%vlyrdano and passed unanimously:
To grant the requéssfz:ém {}ze Shemﬁ’ fo j ovérl‘m?e {,’a( the clerical position.
ROAD MATTERS: Road Supermtendent Ben Garrgtt appeéredobeﬁqre the Board.
REPORT OF PENDING ROAD DEPARTMENT BROJECTS‘ Sup;rmt.cgglent Garrett reported on the

preparation of the snow plows, the status of the Commlssmn’vehlcle repalrs th’e ngh,t, of way project, cattle

guard and crack sealing projects. Commissioner CassmeIh a‘sked about the cattle gtzﬁrd ofg\Reed Lane.

Superintendent Garrett stated it was being worked on today.

. # 2
g 7

MISCELLLANEOUS ROAD RELATED MATTERS: Discussion occurred ragan‘img' tha/1/{82477 road

workshop. I f

SNy
PRESENTATION OF NACO UPDATE BY NACO PRESIDENT BONNIE WEBER'AND NACO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JEFF FONTAINE: Nevada Association of County Officials President Bonnie

Weber and Executive Director Jeff Fontaine appeared before the Board. Director Fontaine addressed the
Board regarding the Local Government Summit which had occurred, federal issues which included an
amendment to the Clean Water Act, Wild Horse Management, HR 1018, Mining Reform, PILT, the sage
grouse listing, stimulus funding, RS 2477 right-of-way issues, geothermal lease revenue issues and the
Committee on Public Lands. Director Fontaine continued discussing state issues including state budget

issues, SCR 37 study regarding tax revenues and the SB 264 study regarding powers delegated td local
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